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New York—For more than 400 |
years (he vialon of a canal across the
Isthmus of Panama has fired the imag-
inntion of the world, Fraok Parkor
Stockridege writes In Populur Mechnan
fes, Tho vislon became a reulity on
Oc¢tober 10, 1913, when President
Woodrow Wilson in the White House
ut Winskington pressed a bhutton which
sent the eloetrie current 2,000 wiles to
explode 40 tons of dynnmite whieh |
blew up the lsst barrler to a froe wa- |
terway ncross the lsthmus,

“Gambon’s busted!” exclanimed the
president an ho prossed the telegraph !
key, Thoe casunlness of his remark

was o tribute to the engineers of the
Tnited States army, to whom the dig
ging of the canal has boon simply “an-

other job" in the routine of their reg-
ular work and one that culled for no
brass bands or spocial ceremonios to

glorify it. With the same simplleity
the first vessel to pass through the
fumoun Culebrn cut, after the Lronk
ing of the Gamboun dike had Lot In the
water, was an ordinary rowhont, while
4 humble hut useful tugbont was the
first craft of any kind toe make the
pussage through the great Gatun
locks,

While the work at Panama s still
far from completed, yet the canal
which tha firat Spanish explorers vis
uallzed s today an accomplinhed fact

On September 26, 1643, Vasco Nunez
de Balboa clmbed the peaks of the
continental divide and discoversd the
Paelfle ocean, which he named “the
Bouth sen.” From whero Halboa stood
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Firet Boat Through After Gambos
Dike Was Blasted.

his new ocean Iny directly south, be-
cause of the Sehaped twist of the lath: |
mus, whigh brings the Pacific antrance
to the canal not only southward but
eastward of the Atlantic terminal

| an exploration by officers of the navy

OREAN OF GENTURES 15 REALIZED
AT GAMBOA WHEN DAM 15 BROKEN

Free Waterway Across the Isthmus Created When President
Wilson Touched Button—Possibilities Were Seen by Bal-
, boa—Story of the Panama Canal and of French

Engineering.

When Ballrou's report of his discovery

reached Spain, It was accompanied
by the recommendation that a canal
be lmmediately dug across the Isth- |
mus. What the explorer had In mind
wns a sen-level canal, for, although
Loonardo da Vinel, tho great Tialian
painterwengineer, had recently Invent- |
ed the hydraulle lock, now genorally
used for lfting vesssls over elevn.
tions, It had not become widely known.

The discovery of gold In Callfornia |

| In 1848 was followed by o tremendous |

| volume of traflle hatween the Atlantle |
and Pacific conste, and for ffteen
years practically all of this trafMe wan

way of the sthmus over the Pan- |
ama rallraad, opencd o 18] © Amer-
leand under a copeession {rom the re
pubille of New Gran nuw known as
Calombla.  The explorations and sar |
voys for the rallrond, n work that s |
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Firat View of Canal Since Blowling Up
of Gamboa Dike.

sald to have cosmt the lifo of & man
for every tle, led to a much maore
asceurate knowledge of the topography
and geology of the isthmus than had
proviously been avalluble. Presidont
GGrant In 1569 asked congress to take
up the matter of a canal. The only
actlon was a résolution providing for

and the ereatlon of a commisslon In
1872 to constlder thelr reports, Then
In May, 1876, the ropublic of Colom-
bia granted s concession for the con-
struction of a canal from Colon to
Panama, the terminals of the Panama
rallroad.

In 1504 a new French company was
organized and work was resumed. Iui
1869 the United States congrews cre-
ated the Isthmian cannl commission
to examine sll practieable routea and
to report which was the most prao
tieable and feasible for a canal “under
the control, management and owner
ship of the United States" The com-
misslon reported two alternative plans,
one for a canal &t Penama and the
other across Nicaragua It estimated
the cost of & Panama canal at §166-
374,268 and of the Niearngua canal st
$200,640,000, But becauss the rouls
from New Yorz to San Francisco
would ba several hundred miles ahort-

| vontrol,

er by way of Nicaragua, and consider
Ing exlsting French concesslons in
Pansins, the commisslon gave It sa its
bellef ‘pat the Niearngua route was
more desirable under the eclream-
stances. The effect of this report wis
to induge the French Paoama com-
pany to offer Its concesslon to the
United Btatea for $40,000,000 In Jaou-
ary, 1808. The lsthmian canal com-
miesion advised tho purchase and con-
gresa authorized the president to buy
all the property of the Panama com-
pany, Including n majority of the stock
of the Panama Hallrond company, and
to obain from Colombin perpetual
contrel of a strip of land six milen
wide, through which to bulld the ea
nal. Colombin refused to grant this

Dike.

Blowing Up of Gamboa

but In November, 1903, ten
months later, the state of Panama do-
clared Itself Independont. Within a
month a treaty had been negotiated
with the new republic by which the
Unlted States was glven control of B
strip of land ten miles wide for the
purpose of a canal. The French com-
pany's property wad bought and In
Fobrunry, 1904, a commission for the
construction of o cannl was appointed.
In May of that yenr work was begun
whete the French company had aban-
doned It In June, 1005, a board of
coudulting engluvers was appolnted to
conklder whether the canal should be
at sea level or with elevating locks,

The canal 1tsell, from decp water to |
deep water, s 60 miles long. 1ta gen-
eral direction from the Atlantic en-
trance to the Pacific end Is from
northwest to southeast, the northern
terminal belng about 22% miles far
ther west than the southern entrance
from the Pacific, The frst seven
miles of the canal bogiuning at the At- |
Iantic end are st sea level, Five miles
of channel, 600 fest wide, have been
dredged to a depth of 41 feet directly
south through Limon bay, and two |
mlles of this sealevel eectlon has
been cut through low.lying land to the |
entrance to the Gatun locks, where |
the ships are ralsed, in three steps, to |
a helght of 856 feal above sea level, |
into the great body of fresh water
enlled Gatun lake,

ROYAL FLUSH BRINGS DEATH |

New Orleans Man Belioved Blain by
Man Ha Beat In Poker
Game,

New Orleans—WIith his head and
the upper part of hia body fAlled with
buckshot, Capt. Willlam Colller was
found dead in his bermit's lodge. He
was weated at a table and clitched
in ono hand was & “royal fush.” Op-
posite him was a "full house” He
had been playibg poker and was evi-
dently nssassinated by the loser. The
police are sseking his opponent In
the game, believed to be a sugar
planter,

SLAYER HID IN BIG PRISON

Man Wamted for Murder Allowed
Himsslf to Be Caught In Burglary
to Escape Bearch.

Bacramento.—A country-wide search,
covering almost three years, for Otto
Shaumbaorg, the notorious “key
burgiar” of 6L Louls and alieged mur |
derer of Detective James Arnold of |
East 8t Louls, has ended in a cell at |
Ban Quentin prison. Bhaumberg was |
Jdontified by Willlam J. Mulconpery,
shariff of 1o Cladrs county, Hlinols
The police of every clly In the United
Siates have been on the watch for |
Bhaumberg and §500 peward for his |
eapture Is aulhorized by Le Clalre
county.

Shaumberg was betrayed by his
collmals at =San Yuentin, to whom be |
parmied the story of his criminal |

in St Louls and Enst St
Louls. Bbheril Mulconnery was oot
feld and extradition  papors  wers
shened by Govervor Dunn of Hiinols

gl Aled with Uoiomor Jolinson two

smonths agl

Sheriff Muleonnery recently came
to the Pacific comst to get a prisoner
st McNell's Island penitentiary and
stopped over at Ban Quentin to fden-
tity Shaumberg, whom he had ween
about East St Louls

“Hello, Otto,” Mulconnery aald,
and offered his hand to the convict

“My name's not Otto,” Bhaumberg
roplied, and he pulled back his hand.
“l movor was back there, and I dom't
know you,” he added.

“Nack where?' gueried Mulconnpery.

“Naek where you come from.”
Shaumberg replled, and then wilted
down when Mulconnery accused him
of the murder.

Shaumberg told his cellmate that
after he bad murdersd Detective
Arnold he hurried to the Pacific const
and permitted himself to be captured
in the met of committing a burglary
at Banta Crus, Cal. He pleaded guilty
under the name of Ray C. Jones and
was sentenced (o serve two years In
prison. Bhaumberg told his [fellow
convict he thought he would be safer
in prison while a search for him was
on than roaming around the country.

Barroom Fork Doomed.

New York.—The doom of the bar
room fork, which stands in & glans on
the fres lunch countsr, has been fore-
easted by Health Commislonsr Gold-
water, He declares it Is deadly as a
germ bearer and must go.

Prahibits Button-Up Back Drosses.

Providence, R. L—A bl prohibiting
women from wearing dresses that
button up the back has been intro
duced in the leglalature It would
make offonders serve mlx months &t
hard labor in the kitchen.

Youth With Twe Stomachs.
Perne, Switzserland.—Doctors, using
the Roenigen rays, discovered that a
nineteen-year-old youth possessts two
stomachs. The 'cuth bas been sul
teripg from stomach dlsorders,

Court for MotherinLaw.
Yonkers, N. Y.—Thomas Murphy
had his motherinlaw, Mrs. Anna Ma-
lonay, brought to court for smashing
furnitore she had given bim for &
wedding present

' shelter over 5.000 men without crowding.

IBround Broken for the Great Lincoln Memorial @

ASBHINGTON.—Ground was broken February 12 for the great memorial
which I to be erected in Washington to Lincoln. As would have pleased

| tho great president, the utmost simplicity marked the breaking of the ground.

The day was the one hundred and
fifth anniversary of Lincoln's birth.
There was no blare of trumpets, no
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- gi pounding of drums and no burst of

H rﬁﬁ ;-;'5 artillery salutes. The resident mem-

e TRL R fars of the Lincoln memorial commis-
.y T —

plon, necompanied by Henry Bacon,
deslgner of the memorial; 3. F.
Comer, Toledo, 0., the contractor, and
Col. W. W, Hart, englheer commis-
sloner in charge of public bulldings
und grounds, met ot the apot down
on the “made” ground by the Po
tomne, and all removed n fow spades of earth, and that was all the rites there

| wore,

Nefore beginning to turn the earth, former United States Senator Dlack-
burn, who has been appointed chalrman of the commission in place of the late
Senntor Cullom, made u shart sposch, opening the exercises.

“This great memorial will show that Lincoln is now regarded as the great-
est of all Amerieans,” sald Senstor Dlackburn, “and he Is so held by the
South as well as by the North. Toduy we let the country know that this groat
work has been begun nnd will be carried on steadily until ita compietion”

The site 18 on the dircet line with the monument to Washington and the
capltol and within ensy view of the gates of Arlington, whieh It is planned
to conneet with the memorial by & memorial bridge,

Government Clerks Just as Selfish as Others
GO\'ERNMENT elerks mre just na selfiah as any other body of people that

can be got together. They have been howling for years for a retirement
faw, which will make provisions for retiroment at a certain age on one-half or
two-thirds of thelr salary, and the
same organization which Is known ns
the “Rotirement association” fa de
manding Increased salaries all nlong
the line. The pure selfishness of this
United States Clvil Bervice sssocin
tlon shows in the fact that the clerks
are unnble to gol together on any ona
suggestion for retirement. Scores of
the younger clerks object to the
monthly asseasment plan for the pur.
pose of securing an endowment fund
on which aged clorks may be retired.
Youth is always hopeful, and thess younger clerks thiimk that they will leave
the government service long before the retirement ngo Is reached, and then
ull the money that had boen automatically taken from thelr monihly salaries
would bo lost to them. And thoy are strenuvously opposcd—thena younger
clerks are—to supporting In idleness any of the aged clorks, who could be lm-
medintely retired on part pay If such an endowment fund was established.

One of the finest examplos of what may be accomplished without feeling
any real loss of salary {8 shown In the United Stotes Soldiers’ howe. This
home, established In General Scott's time, just after the Mexlean war, by an
indemnity tund from Mexico, which nobody know what to do with, s today
the most magnificent plece of property io the Distriet of Columbla. It can
It han magnifeent white marble
buildings with marble floors and walls, white marble auditorium and theater,
o magnificent libmry bullding, a just as magnificent administration bulldlog,
with o most boautiful cotthge for the adminlstration offelals, groat conservas
tories and herds of the vory Onest milch cows—In fact, everything on earth
that the heart can wish for, and all done by simply resorving a small sum of
12 cents o month from every enlisted man's pay.

Few Holidays Obsemi qll'l City of Washington

BE it known that in the District of Columbia mighty few of tha patriotio
holidays are observed. For instance, congross aits on Memorial day, just
exactly as though It were a common, ordinary day, and observes Washington's
birthday by some senator reading out
Washington's farewall address, while
of the Mrthdays of MeKinley und Lin-
coln abpolutely no record s usually
made. The Fourth of July, If congress
I8 In sesslon, and June 14 sulfer the
ssme neglect

Becretary of War Garrison, how-
ever, taking it for granted that Lin-
coln's birthday would be a holiday
the same as in New Jorsey and New
York, did not go down to his ofMes
in the war department at all, so his
socretary called up Mr. Garrlson’s home o inguire where the secrotary of war
might be. Mr. Garrison informed Mr. Garrison’s secretary that her husband
bad gono to New York to address a meeting of the Old Colony club. "Mr.
Garrison thought that he might just as well tako advantags of the holiday te-
day and make this address,” added the wife of the sscretary of war.

And those who have been a long time in Washington had

on Becretary Oarrison when he returned to the city to be
1% is not & holiday in the District of
things that Becretary Gurrison might learn
greas and In the District of Columbla.
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Light Gray Is Most In_cgn:picuous for Soldiers

HAT color can be scen the farthest? What is the most consplouous color?
Experiments to answer these questions have been made by the war de
partment to determine the color best sulted for s soldler's uniform. The
experiment proved few people realise
the diffarence colors can make or
their real relation to one another.
The ldeal soldler's costume is one
that soon fades Into the background,
and that does not show at all from a
distance, making It invisible to the
enemy. In order to prove the relative
conspleuousness of colors, 11 soldiars
weore dreseed In colored uniforms and
ordered to mareh off, while & group of
cfMeers and color axperts ramalned be
Two of the 1 soldiers wer ciad In Hg
12 o wars cind In light . two In dark s two
two In dark blue, two in scarlet, u.'u!l‘l.m:n.;:,r (1] o e
fitted for unlforms.

The first to disappear wore the light gray.
The nest, surprising as it may seem to those who
waere the searlet. Then followed the dark gray, while the
rozaained visible long after the other colors had disappeared.

Bxperimenta were also made at firing at targets of
sams resuitsa. Red and blue targets wore also
proved that biue could be more esally seem ot
could red




